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O ABSTRACT 0O

The California red scale Aonidiella aurantii (Maskell) (Hemipter: Diaspididae), is one of
the most important citrus pests in Syria. Our aim was to study the population dynamics of
A. aurantii from May 2018 to January 2019 in four citrus orchards located in Lattakia
governorate (Western Syria). The A. aurantii populations had, on the branches, one peak
phase in Al-Sarsakia and Al-Bassah orchards in November 2018 and January 2019,
respectively, and tow peak phases in Al-Ramah (in October 2018 and January 2019) and
Menjela (in Septemper 2018 and January 2019) orchards. However, one peak phase was
observed on the fruits during the autumn months in all orchards. The number of A.aurantii
continued to increase at temperatures ranging from 12.8C° to 30C°, and reached at the peak
with relative humidity 66%.
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