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0 ABSTRACT [

The objectives of this investigation were to identify growth characteristics of newborn black
mountain goats under the semi-expanded system. The study was conducted in the coastal
mountains of Lattakia (Syrian Arab Republic) at the farms of the best-known livestock
growers. Weights and growth rates of 35 newborn goats were recorded during 1996 and 42
newborn goats in 1997 and 51 newborn goats in 1998. The weights and growth rates were
recorded from birth to an age of 6 months.

The periodical monthly measurements showed that sex, the birth method, and the weaning
method affected newborn weights. The average weight of newborn goats was 2.87 kg at birth,
9.74 kg at weaning time at an age of 60 days and 23.57 kg at an age of 6-month.

If we consider the multi-birth, the female goat gives more than 5.61 kg of newborns that will
weigh more than 18.5 kg at weaning time. Sex of newborns, the birth method, and the
weaning method influenced the weights.

The average daily gain in biomass was 100.66 — 132.00 grams during the suckling period,
67.00- 112.33 grams at weaning time, and 175.32-102.30 grams at and age of 6-month.

Sex, birth method, and productive capacity of the mother influenced the rate of daily weight
gain of newborns during the suckling period, which did not exceed 60 days. The influence of
these factors was diminished gradually after weaning as age progresses.

The average daily gain of newborns was almost the same during the breast-feeding and after
suckling periods, and was 116.33 and 114.25 grams, respectively. The average daily gain
during the two period was also similar for multi-births and was 117.83 and 117.33 grams,
respectively.

The slow rate of growth during the following period in a relatively short period and before
maturity. Therefore, the multi-births do not negatively affect productivity.

*Lecturer at Department of Animal production, Faculty of Agriculture - Tishreen University, Lattakia-
Syria.
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