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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study was performed on the small spotted catshark Scyliorhinus canicula
(Linnaeus, 1758), from Rass Albassit Northwards (35° 55 N), down to the Syrian-
Lebanese borders southwards (34° 50 N) in the Eastern Levant of the Mediterranean sea
during the period between January 2012 and September 2013. A total of 417 specimens
(231 females, 186males) were collected at water depths 50-250m, from sandy or sandy-
muddy bottoms by different fishing gears; mainly the sub-bottom hook. S. canicula suffers
overfishing in the Syrian marine water. The highest capture quantity during this study was
in spring and summer. The total length of specimens ranged from 225 to 515mm TL, and
the weight from 22 to 380g. The results showed that Scyliorhinus canicula exhibited a
diverse diet, and the preys belong to five taxonomical groups: Crustacea, Teleostei,
Mollusca, Elasmobranchii, and Annelida as well as unidentified prey items. The vacuity
index was 35.5%, where Crustaceans occupied the first degree, they were the dominant
preys according to the Importance Relative Index (IRl = 5046.5), and preferable according
to the dietary coefficient (QI = 1685.1). Teleostei came first according to the Gravimetric
index (Gl = 40.4 %), they were preferable according to the dietary coefficient (Ql = 917.3),
and second according to the Importance Relative Index (IRl = 1801.0). Mullosca were
preferable and they were third. Elasmobranchii, Annelida, and the unidentified preys were
classified as accidental prey items.

Keywords: Scyliorhinus canicula, Scyliorhinidae, Elasmobranchii, Mediterranean sea,
Syrian coast
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