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O ABSTRACT 0O

Selectivity is one of the most prominent properties of a fishing gear. It describes its
ability to catch exclusively restricted sizes or species from an existing fish community.
This study was carried out in three fishing ports (Azhari, Jableh and Berj Islam), and it
focused on the study of selectivity of two types of fishing nets: purse seine and trammel
nets to fish species and sizes in the Syrian marine waters, in order to contribute to the
development of solutions to the problem of the deterioration of the size of fish stocks. The
results ofthis current research showed that the diameters mesh purse seine and trammel
nets used in fishing in the marine waters of Lattakia were smaller than what is contained in
the decisions governing of the operation of fishing using these nets, which means that there
is a great economical and environmental loss of the large living stocks of these fish. It also
indicated that the purse seine were more selective of the trammel nets and that because it
caught specific fish species such as the specific types that are attracted to light, while a
wide range of fish of different species and sizes were caught by using trammel nets. Thus,
there should be a kind of reconsideration in the prevention periods of fishing and the use of
the fishing methods in addition to the study of each type of these nets separately.
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