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O ABSTRACT 0O

The aim of this study was to study the morphological characteristics of some citrus
rootstocks planted in the environmental condition of the Syrian coast especially in the
gene pool of the Department of Citrus Research belonging to the General Organization for
Agriculture Scientific Researches, using the morphological parameters of leaves, flowers
and fruits.

Results of the morphological analysis showed presence of some morphological
characteristics which made it possible to distinguish between the different rootstocks and
to cluster them in separate groups. The rootstock Citromelo, Carizo sitrange and the
poncirus trifoliate were characterized by composite leaves (trifoliate), while the other
rootstocks had leaves with simple form. The rootstocks of Lemon group were
distinguished by the form of their fruits, while C. aurantium L. was characterized by the
presence of wings on the leaves, and their big flowers. The small flowers characterized the
rootstock of mandarin group. The phenomena of poly-embryos were observed in all citrus
germplasms used in this study.

Keywords: Gene pool, Citrus rootstock, Morphological characterization, Genetic
relationships.
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