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O ABSTRACT 0O

In spite of the importance of forests in the maintenance of biodiversity, their area is
in continual decrease in comparison with other land use systems. However, information on
modifying forests into other types of use is rare.

This research aims at studying the effect of land use on birds diversity in Al-Safkuon
area, Lattakia.

The study has showed that the qualitative richness of birds has decreased from
forests and the agricultural lands. Moreover, the number of native species has declined in
the same way.

The study has also showed that different groups of birds respond in different ways,
whereas richness in granivorous did not differ among habitats.

Although, the study has indicated the importance of high tree cover in agricultural
lands for conservation birds' community, it was found that agricultural lands can't support
important groups of birds (like raptors).

Furthermore, the study has stressed that all groups of birds are more stable in natural
forests.

The study has recommended additional search on methods of managing agricultural
land which contributes to maintenance of biodiversity on landscapes.

Keywords: Biodiversity — Land use — birds — functional groups of bird.
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