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O ABSTRACT 0O

The entomopathogenic bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis was found to be naturally
present in the Syrian coastal plain soils. B. thuringiensis was isolated for the first time from
20 sites examined and 219 isolates were identified as B. thuringiensis which contain
different crystalline inclusion bodies. Results showed that B. thuringiensis was spread in
all different ecosystems. Forest, beaches and the cultivated soil samples were more rich in
B. thuringiensis isolates than uncultivated and interior arid areas. The B. thuringiensis
isolates were distributed in soils at frequency of 97%. The abundance of B. thuringiensis
was partially dependant on soil organic matter and pH value.
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