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O ABSTRACT 0O

The drought phenomenon is one of the natural hazards that threaten human life and
the various ecosystems in large areas of the world, including the Syrian Arab Republic.
Results using the RDI drought index during the period (1975-2006), indicated that the
driest hydrological year (extreme drought) in Lattakia was (2000-2001) and in Al-Ragah
was (1983-1984), with RDI values of (-2.7, -2.2). The frequency of the annual extreme
drought was twice in Al-Ragah and once in Lattakia, while the severe drought occurred
three times in Al-Ragah and did not occur in Lattakia. On a seasonal scale, the occurrence
of the extreme drought took place once in Winter of Al-Ragah and twice in spring of
Lattakia, and twice in Winter and Spring in both Lattakia and Al-Ragah. However, the
frequency of severe drought took place twice in Winter and spring in both Lattakia and al-
Ragah and once in Autumn of Lattakia. On a monthly basis, May was the most vulnerable
to extreme drought in both Lattakia and Al-Ragah with a percentage of 40.6% and 25%,
respectively, followed by October with 28.1% in Al-Ragah, and November with 6.3% in
Lattakia.

Keywords: drought, Reconnaissance Drought Index ((RDI), water climate deficit,
Rainfall.
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