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O ABSTRACT 0O

This research has been carried out to study the biodiversity of three species of
Thymus L. (Labiatae) which grow in the Syrian coastal region: T. syriacus Boiss,
T. capitatus (L.) Hoffm et Ljnk, T. kotschyanus Boiss. T. kotschyanus Boiss has been
recorded for the first time in the Syrian coastal region although it was not listed on the
bases of Mouterde (1983).

This research provides a detailed morphological description and anatomical study of
roots, stems, and leaves as well as palynological study of the three species.

The Palynological study has revealed that the pollen grains of the three species are
spheroidal, tri-hexacolpate or more, and the sculpture of the exine is reticulate which
showed that T. syriacus Boiss, T. capitatus (L.) Hoffm et link. are more correlated than
T. kotschyanus Boiss. Moreover, the count of pollen grains has shown a positive
correlation between the length of the filament and the number of pollen grains in the
anther.

Keywords: Thymus — Labiatae — lamiaceae — Biodiversity.
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