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O ABSTRACT 0O

The research is a pioneering study of Reproductive Performance of Prawn Penaeus
semisulcatus in our regional waters, which may serve as an introduction to its breeding
and culture.

This research was conducted in the period May 2008 - June 2009, at the following
four regions on the coast of Jableh: Boustan ALbasha , estuary of ALrmayleh river, estuary
of sewage flowing, and fishing port .

Bimonthly samples were collected from littoral and sub littoral areas of 10-60 m
deep.

The total number of samples collected are 228 Individual: 129 females and 99 males
and Proportion of 57% and 43% respectively. The sizes of the females varied between 7.5
cm to 23.1cm with high abundance of size group 15 cm, and the sizes of males ranged
between 7.4-18.1 cm with dominance of length groups 13 cm . and Size at first sexual
maturity was found to be 13.4 cm (total length).

This study has shown that spawning takes place from March to October, with
higher occurrence during May. fecundity of female P. semisulcatus ranged between 78350
— 1315200 eggs and Egg Size ranged between 0.26 —0.31 mm.

Key Words: Biological Characteristics — Reproductive Performance — sexual maturity —
Penaeus semisulcatus — Syrian coast.
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