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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study focused on estimating the levels of Cadmium in samples of snack foods,
popular foods, vegetables, fruits, dried herbs and condiments. The samples were collected
from available foodstuffs at local markets in Lattakia, Homs and Tartous. Cadmium was
determined by Atomic Absorption Spectrometry (AAS).

The results showed that Cadmium concentration in the samples of some local
popular foods such as bread, split parboiled wheat, rice, fruits and fried potatoes was
normal.

On the other hand, Cadmium levels found in most samples were below the
acceptable levels established by the regulatory organizations.

Cadmium amounts detected in most vegetables ranged from 1.5 to 77ppb.and in
parsley from 33 to 162 ppb, and in snack foods from 15 to 180.3 ppb.

The levels compare well with those reported for similar foodstuffs from some other
parts of the world. Overall, the present study showed that the levels of Cadmium are
generally lower than the permissible levels.

Key Words: Cadmium, Pollution, Foodstuffs, Cereal products, fast foods.
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