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O ABSTRACT O

This research was carried out during the period June 2007 — May 2008 to study the
biodiversity of Cnidaria, Echinodermata and the associated fish fauna at two  regions
(Burj Islam and Al-Basseet) of the Syrian coast. Samples were collected using nets, from
the littoral and sublittoral regions and diving down to 90 m depth. Eleven species of
Cnidaria, 17 of Echinodermata and 21 of Fish were recorded; most of these species are rare
or listed in the international threatened species list.

The present study adds 7 species of Cnidaria, 8 species of Echinodermata and one
species of fish to the check-list of species in the Syrian marine waters. The two regions
were widely inhabited by Dendrophyllia cornigera which is known as a good habitat for

fish species. Burj Islam is dominated by Hydrozoa at 10-25 m water depth.
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- " Dendrophyllia cornigera
Scleractinia Dendrophyliidae + +
Anthozoa _ i .(I._amarf:k,1816)
Actinaria Actiniidae Actinia equina (L, 1758) + +
Pennatulacea Pennatulidae Pennatula phosphorea (L, 1758) + +
< Alcyonacea Alcyoniidae Alcyonium Palmatum (Pallas, 1766) + +
E Eudendriidae Eudendrium rameum (Pallas, 1766) + -
i< Eudendrium ramosum (Cavolini, 1785) | + -
© Aglaopheniidae Lytocarpia myriophyllum (L 1758) + -
Hydrozoa Thecaphora | Kirchenpaueriidae | Ventromma halecioides (Alder,1859) + -
Halopterididae Antenella elongata (Gmelin, 1791) + -
Haleciidae Halecium halecinum (L,1758) + -
Sertulariidae Sertularella mediterranea (L,1758) + -
. . . Leptasterias hexactis(L, 1758) + -
Forcipulatida Asteroidae Marthasterias gracialis (L, 1758) - +
Asteroidea Spinulosa Echinasteridae Echinaster sepositus (Retzius,1805) + +
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< Ophiuridea Ophiurida Ophiuridae _ Opt_nura tg)fturata} (L, 1758_) + +
g Ophiuthrix fragilis (Abildgaard, in O.F. + i
% Miiller, 1789)
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Aspidochirota . . .
Holothoria forskali (Chiaje, 1841) - +
Echinoida Echinoidae Paracentrotus lividus (Lamarck) - +
o Paechinidae Psammechinus miliars (L,1758) - +
Echinoidea Phymosomatoiida Avrbaciidae Arbacia lixula (L,1758) - +
Cidaroida Cidaridae Cidaris cidaris (L,1758) + +
. . e Centroctephanus longispinus
Diadematoida Diadimatidae (Philippi,1845) - +
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