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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study was conducted in order to compare between two indicator plants Ipomoea
setosa & Ipomoea nil and to identify their sensitivity against sweet potato feathery mottle

virus on the Syrian coast. Results showed that different reactions on the same indicator
plants I. setosa and I. nil were observed, revealing different virus symptoms when these
plants were grafted by virus-infected scion, or planted in the fields. The highest ratios of
virus symptoms and virus infection on I. setosa were 96% in the fields and 95% under
laboratory conditions; whereas those on 1. nil were 50% in the fields and 62.5% in
laboratory. It has been found that I. setosa was of more performance when these two
indicator plants were grafted by virus-infected scion, or planted together in the field beside
infected plants. I. setosa could be used as an indicator plant for sweet potato feathery
mottle virus propagation and other studies.
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