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O ABSTRACT O

The specimens of Daphnia magna Straus 1820 have been collected from the nearest
freshwater reservoir (BAKSSA - Lattakia) in addition to specimens collected from a
freshwater pond (AL- Habeet area — Idleb).

The organisms under investigation have been acclimatized to laboratory-testing
conditions before proper biological studies have been made.

Afterwards, a number of experiments have been conducted concerning the speed of
its longitudinal and weight growth, egg production, and the total life span of female
parthenogenesis under various nutritional conditions.

Experiments have started from 1/04/2008 through 22/07/2008 in order to define the
best nutritional conditions to cultivate D. magna as food for fish organisms.

The experiments showed that the rate of the longitudinal and weight growth is varied
according to nutritional concentration media. It was also observed that the speed of growth
reaches its utmost from hatching till adulthood.

It has also been noticed that the best nutritional media to cultivate D. magna under
experimental conditions were found to be a mixture of green algae.
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