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O ABSTRACT 0O

Studying the ability of the predatory mite Phytoseiulus persimilis to control the spider
mite Tetranychus urticae was carried out on tomato plants in a greenhouse at the
Agricultural Research Center in Lattakia during 2006-2007. The experiment included two
treatments: the first one involved studying the development and increase of prey numbers
with time, whereas the second one involved considering the change in the number of
predators and preys with time, after releasing the predator at the rate of 1:10 (predator :

prey). Prey numbers increased from 6.08+ 0.3adult/leaflet to 25.6+ 1.1 adult/leaflet in the
first one, but in the second one (with predator), prey numbers decreased from 9.6+
0.6adult/leaflet to 0.3+ 0.03 adult/leaflet, and predator numbers increased from 0.7+ 0.1
adult/leaflet to 2.04+ 0.12 adult/leaflet at the end of the experiment.
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