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0 ABSTRACT O

This study deals with the distribution of sponge species and their associated living
organisms in the Syrian marine ecosystem. The samples were collected monthly at depths ranging
from 5-35 m. in 4 stations: Albassit, Ibn hani, Banias and Tartous. The results revealed 18 sponge
species. Ircinia sp. & Hyppospongia communis was more abundant and accompanied with bivalvia
and red algae. In addition, there were large quantities of sponge species like Agelas orides, Axinella
verrucusa, Chndrosia reniformis, Crambe crambe. Some differences between sponge species
concerning species composition and abundance along the Syrian coast were reported. Five species,
like Spongia officinalis and Hippospongia communis, have an economic and pharmaceutical
importance; the first one has 8 associated species of living organisms. In addition, 14 fish species
and 26 other living organisms were distributed in the sponge habitats.
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gl aadlall Glplal dilly las ala Jise s (Alggun cidill By (ha das cdpaall CageSl ala JSys

(11 3ypall).al5 Bae o sagag Jam cane Rdlaiall afihall d5ay (g 8)
Haliclona meditrranea Grissinger, 1971

3333wl 0-5 e Ledoha mshying as 2= 1 Lgie ISl ily i) (e Clpariinne (S5 e gl 138 2a g
Gy el aoaill A6 e ot Ay ) s £l 138 Soaly ) — (Sl 4l Geal) pe dena
(12 mypall) .20 Gee o sagay dans 385 duliall Clatid)
Aplysina aerophoba Nardo, 1843
slaall & el 4dgl gl UG 4l 2 20 Gee e Adial) cilaii) o Gy sl zibu) oSLEN A
(13 pysall) oWl e anlA) S A sty ieal
Hippospongia communis Lamarck, 1814
— 2 0.06 (mle sl sk mhaull o aliite e JS5 dejsiag 88 A8y Gl Jgas jay aduda id)
ol o a5d Jile gale)y zitaY) ()5l can 0.03 — 0.025 Laykd 35lail byias L i) il . ae 0.1
185 .0 35 an daai Gleel o Giny o 30 () alie V) oyl Jumy o 3 — iy alils ajiall Jile
clelial) ey s (plaall i) liies dlieat (aheV ardins gl 8 lepd SV sa gl
(14 :3)s5.all)
Spongia officinalis Linnaeus 1758
gl sl halpd (& alad I3 s Slies ples b iy il Adaalilly 55000 £ 151 G
— 3 i cld Ayl claidl) L ptiag 88 e 5355 ilgat culd LS S 4 < Ll s saaate JIET 6l
35 Ao el ¥l opkai a0l ) sl (mel) o e aagd mshi bl e Ll gy e 10
(15 t5ysall) 233 — 20 Gleel o dllal) cias dilaid) 8 ddall Gledll e iy . aus
Ircinia sp.
Llall i) e iy cgabayagad 4350 aclie 5uS Cilaliy 530 (b8 oa)lall 4adan (i ik
(16 :3ysall) .220-15 Gec o daklall caas dilaial) b 4y gaalls
Ircinia strobilina Lamarck, 1816
il (e de sane pa S ol Aiadiie Aatiy 550 ASaSD) S 5SH JSE A celagud) 5)S b 23l A
Uiy cams 60 — 40 mle 4ana 75y csale) —asul 430 Aiaa diny 3550 Al mhadl Bysaall 35,830
(17 3ysall) L sola—saia Jual (o sa5 5eliaall (WY Juaiys cp 20-15 Gleel e
Ircinia variabilis Schmidt, 1862
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Leucetta losangelensis gidwyl:(2) 35 Leocetta chagosensis giduy):(1) 39

Chondrosia reniformis g-iiuy):(3) dysa

Axinella cannabina giawy):(6) 8,5« Axinelal verrucosa g\ :(5) )5
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7) 54

(

Crella rosea giduy):(9) 3,5

Haliclona meditrranea giduy):(12) 5,5 Petrosia ficiformis giduy):(11) 3,5
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Hippospongia communis giduy':(14) 8, 3a

Ircinia sp. ziduy) :(16) 8,5

Ircinia strobilina.
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Agdyiatll 3aa gl &5l aud iyl hlie
Ll | Sl o ol B
Mollusca Brachidonta variabilis - + - _
Chama pacifica + + + +
Chama gryphoides + - - _
Striarca lactea - - - +
Spondylus spinosus + + + +
Mlleus regula - - - +
Pinctada radiata - - + +
Crassostrea.sp - - + -
Pinna nobilis - - + -
Cerithium vulgaris - - - +
Strombus decorus persicus + + + +
Phyllonotus trunculus + - - _
Phallium granulatum + - - _
Aplysia sp. - + - _
Octopus vulgaris - + - _
Polychaeta Hermodiccarunculatae - + - _
Sabella sp. - + - -
Echsitr;?g ergindagg Brisinga coronata - - - -
Crustacea Scyllarides latus + + " +
Clibanarius erythropus + - - _
Portonus pelajecus - - - +
Cnidaria Obelia sp + + + +
Dendrophyllia 4 - _ ~
dendrophyllia
Algae Amphiora sp + - - _
Dictyota + + + +
Galaxora + + + +

Ll lalie 3 laitudl Cleasd) A8l L) Gan (21 20 <19 ¢18) jpall ek
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Al quila A Strombus decorus gsill Ui :(18) 39«
Scyllarides latus

oDl sy alisdys claiiali(21) 5 sa Ll dise (b g QBighy Gl 1(20) 392
ribadiu) ae Ldglaial) g 1s5Y)
Ol yaallS alily 8 3asagal) 6Ll (e 220 ae 4iilesy Hippospongia communis g5l Sad
) o Aspidosiphong sils s)l5x: 2sasall Decapoda day¥) cilylie wlyyidl o0 Paractaea monodi
g5 any N 3iLayl (Ophiactis savignyi sl aais Bivalvia Il e 8y.a 25 (Sipunculida)
(4 :dss) GAY)
) ghlia B claiiay) gads 23158 A gl 1(4 :dsad)

Ldguaill sasl) g5l aud
Mollusca Brachidonta variabilis
Modiolus adriaticus
Chama gryphoides

Striarca lactea
Cerithium scabridum

Sipunculida Aspidosiphon
Stelleroidea Ophiactis savignyi
Crustacea Paractaea monodi
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c@osmd) Jalad) b cladiiay) Aahs PV Lelal) ghlial) & 488l LSaud) Usdll (5 Jaad)

sl aalsi oSl A8d)pal) duSand) Ligdl
g5 (shalia yf Aol Al 8 (et 3 Al ¢ 1Y) e dpaal) dgag puarll il S (e Jaas]
AV luiad) e o Lot S ity Lgle sy 3 Apaall laliall it Gua (ilaiaud)
(E e O (il i) dllia sasapall ClylEd) (alidY f (dpdaall Cagyally Gsaill b elldy)
Ghlie o8 lgialae cud Al Aad) g 15V U (5) Jsaall 8 2y58s . Lginl iy UlKa Gl clgle il
g yad) @dlsall b clasiy) i

Status : M= Migrant, L= Local ,

ddical) sas ) Sl any) sl Gaadl 3hlia
B S L Tl [ o) | obab | ok
N
.Balistidae. Grey tigger fish ¢ lise L + + 3 +
Balistes carolines
Xyrichthys novacula Cleaver wrasse 5 L + + - -
Labrus viridis Green wrasse & M.Red sea + +
Monacanthidae - sed ¢l L - -
Stephanolepis
diaspros
Muraenidae Mediterranean moray L) L + + - +
Muraena helena
L il
Epmephe_zlus Golden grouper Gria Ll L + + - +
alexandrinus
Serranus scriba Pointed comber Saa L + + +
Epinephelus - e M.Red sea + + n +
haifensis
Siganidae Dusky spine foot Lyhaa Ay M.Red sea + + ¥ +
Siganus luridus
Siganus rivulatus Marbled spinefoot ey Ayt L + + - +
Dentex sargus White sea beam sl + + N +
Pagrus Blue —spotted sea bream s 3y5ij + + ¥ +
caeruleoticus
Thalassoma pavo L L + + + _
Sargocentron Red fish PSP M - _ - +
rubrum .

cbniad e WSen Tegi /14/ a5as el Jaal) cilidane DA (o i
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(Bitar, et. al, 2003)
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