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O ABSTRACT 0O

This research was aimed to study the effect of natural storage of tobacco, or natural
"fermentation” on the chemical composition related to quality of leaves. It also studies the
effect of artificial fermentation "under controlled temperature and relative humidity” on
that composition.

These changes were continued during 3 years in warehouses of General Company
of Tobacco in Lattakia, Kordaha, and Aleppo. The results showed improvement in quality
of stored tobacco for 2 years, associated with starch conversion to sugar, increase in sugar,
reduction in proteins, loss of nicotine. However, a reduction in quality occurred after 30
months of storage. Finally, the artificial fermentation was not effective enough for
improving tobacco quality.
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