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O ABSTRACT 0O

The study aimed to identify some personal characteristics of farmers, both males
and females, as well as their local and social networks. The study also identified their
problems and their way of solving them. The role of the mass media as a source of
agricultural information as well as the role of community participation and their obstacles
were also investigated.

The study was requested to design questionnaire for farmers. The total number of
completed questionnaires(100) farmers, distributed fifty- fifty between farmers (male and
female) in two villages in Latakia and Tartous. The process of data collection started in 15
May, and it was completed in 24 June 2006.

The most important results of show that about (46%) of males and (56%) of
females are in continuous contact with kinship and neighbors always. There are (74%) of
males deal with traders always, while (68%) of females do not treat with them. (80%) of
males deal with extension unit and (50%) deal with credit decimally, while (52%) of
female do not treat with extension unit, and (90%) do not treat with credit.

Most farmers (80%) of males and (70%) females watch Radio and TV, and they
consider it very important; while most of farmers (60%) males and (84%) females do not
read journals and publications, and they see it not important.

Keywords: Local Network of Farmers, Agricultural Information Sources.
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