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O ABSTRACT 0O

For many reasons, we found it appropriate to put Arab debts under the spot light
exploring its present situation, consequences to the economies of the Arab countries, and
reasons that led the Arab countries to the trap of depts. Consequently we attempt to suggest
solutions and possible way-out to present depts.

The result of our study showed that internal Arab debts were 304 billion dollars by
the end of 2000, increasing 28.1 billion dollars compared to end of 1999. This represents
10% rate of increase. The debts become 340 billions dollars end of 2004 which constitute
11.84% rate of increase when compared to 2000.

On the other side, external debts of the Arab countries were 144 billion dollars end of
2000 which is 9.6% less than that in the year 1995. However, debts reached 149 billions
dollars in 2005, an increase by 3.76% compared to year 2000.

Generally, all non-petrol producing Arab countries fall into debt traps. Syria was the
only Arab country to repay debt reaching less than 5 billion dollars in 2005 as compared to
21 billion dollars in 2000.

Keywords: Debt, Internal debt, external debt, dept trap.

"Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Tishreen University,
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