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O ABSTRACT O

The objective of this study was to survey Cucumber mosaic cucumovirus (CMV),
Tobacco mosaic tobamovirus (TMV), Potato X potexvirus (PVX), Potato Y potyvirus
(PVY) and Alfalfa mosaic alfamovirus (AMV) in pepper fields of central and costal
regions of Syria during Summer and Fall seasons 2006. In total /3277/ samples have been
collected: /2560/ samples from central region fields (Hamah/29 fields and Homs/6 fields)
and /717/ samples from costal region fields (Lattakia/8 fields and Tartous/17 fields).

Results of tissue print immunoassay (TPIA) of tested samples showed the infection of
pepper crop in all surveyed areas with the above viruses in various ratios. CMV dominated
tested samples (50.7%) followed by AMV (22.2%), TMV (17.8%), PVY (14.4%) and PVX
(10.8%) respectively. CMV, TMV and PVY were dominant in pepper samples collected
from costal region (34.4%, 23.7% and 18.3% respectively), while CMV and AMV
dominated pepper samples collected from central region (55.2% and 24.9% respectively).
This paper is the first record of pepper viruses in Syria.
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