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O ABSTRACT 0O

Seeds of fourwing saltbush atriplex canescens (Pursh.) Nutt. were collected from two
sites, having different ecological conditions: the first is inland, the second is coastal. The
aim is to study the possibility of using coastal seeds for the production of a lot of seedling
of fourwing saltbush in order to improve seed germination. The experiments were applied
to 1600 seeds, which were divided into four groups: control with inland seeds without any
treatment; experiment with coastal seeds without any treatment; mechanical treatment; and
treatment with concentrated sulphuric acid (H,SO,) for one second. Results showed a
reduction in the proportion of germination of coastal seeds, in comparison with control,
from 17% to 7.75%. Mechanical treatment was the best for acceleration and regulation of
germination and for raising the percentage, in comparison with control, from 17% to
68.5%.

Key Words: Seeds, Mechanical treatment, Germination, Fourwing Saltbush, Atriplex
canescens, Range.
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