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O ABSTRACT O

This study is the based on practical visits and follow up of 30 herds having 3461
heads of camels in 5 districts. It aimed to fix a clear evidence of their breeding and
reproduction. The results showed that there were 3 different ways of management
(continuous traveling, temporary traveling, and permanent stay without traveling). There
were 3 ways, also, of witching and dealing with the herds (by the owners themselves,
responsible of the herd, and herd man). The mean number of animals in the herds was
115.36 + 50.20. The females were more than males, with a percentage of 65.44%. From
these females there were 51.16% used for reproduction. Not more than 11.13% of the male
camels were used for inseminating the reproductive females, while the rests were young
and / or castrated to be used for other purposes. The reproductive activity (copulation and
parturition) in camels could be seen all around the year (excepted during May) in the
regions of this study depending on amounts of rain and growing of grass. The mean
gestation period in the reproductive female camels was 376.37 days (between 365 and 391
days) and was affected by different factors like the season of birth and sex of the fetus. The
sex-ratio of the new birth was 49.11% male and 50.89% female. The reproductive ability
of the female camels was good, as it reached 72.04%, while the productive ability was
66.86%. The female camels suffer from some reproductive diseases affecting their
reproductive and productive abilities.

Key words: Male camels, female camels, reproductive diseases.
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