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O ABSTRACT O

The study was carried out during 1999, 2000 and 2001 seasons on 17 year-old
trees of Golden delicious and Starking delicious varieties budded on Balady sucker
varieties. Vegetative growth which included height of trees, diameter of trunk and
crown, numbers of main branches and average shoot growth every year; and twigs
measurement was also investigated weekly. The results could be summarized along the
following points: (a) There are significant variations in the measurement throughout the
years of this study, and between the two varieties. (b)concerning the distances between
the trees 3.80 x 1.85 m, they were generally narrow; they should be 3.80 x 2 m. for the
first variety and 3.90 x 2.10M for the second one. (¢) Though production varies from
one year to another and between the two varieties, the average yield was between 20.0 —
21.0 tons /h. This yield is relatively poor in this planting system.

Keywords: high density planting, suckers, active distance, Golden delicious, Starking
delicious.
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