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O ABSTRACT 0O

The study aimed to determine the impact of the Syrian crisis on the competitiveness
of Syrian oranges in foreign markets by using economic indicators to determine the
competitive situation and compare with the competing countries of each market. During
the two periods: the first was pre-crisis (2006-2010) and the second was within the crisis
(2011-2015). The results of the analysis showed that the quantity of Syrian oranges exports
comparing with production was poor, despite of high competitive advantage of prices
during the two study periods, and decreased Revealed and Specialized comparative
advantage of exports and decline from 4 to 2.2 for the first indicator and from 3.5 to 1.9 for
the second indicator, reflecting poor investment of this resource since pre- crisis versus
other countries exporting oranges. The market share in the Saudi, UAE, Kuwait and Iraq
markets also declined, exception Jordan market which maintained its first rank. It declined
significantly in the Iraqi market, from 58.5% to occupy the fifth and final rank. In addition
to low penetration index of Syrian oranges exports to all export markets during the two
study periods, exception of the Iraqi and Jordanian markets, where the penetration index
increased during pre-crisis, but it was extremely low in Irag market from the first to fifth
rank in the second period. The study recommended focus on markets of Jordan, Iraq,
Russia, and determining the size of domestic demand and surpluses which help to increase
quantity of exports annually, thus reducing costs, maintaining price competitiveness and
improving quality, and setting up promotional programs and activating the of commercial
accessories thus enhance the penetration index of Syrian oranges in new markets and
increase research on foreign markets, describe them in terms of consumer requirements
and purchasing patterns, and increase export facilities to maximize export quantity and
competitiveness of Syrian oranges.
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