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O ABSTRACT 0O

The study was carried out in Jablah region- in the Syrian Coastal Zone in 2016-2017
and included 11 villages. It aimed to identify wild edible plants species in this area, and to
evaluate the cultural significance of each plant using Cultural food significance index
(CFSI). Data was gathered through interviews with 100 person from the local population.

96 species, which belong to 36 families were recorded. Asteraceae represented by
the highest number of species (15), followed by Fabaceae (11) and Rosaceae (8).

Cultural food significance index (CFSI) values ranged between 0.2-651. Portuloca
oleracea, Eryngium creticum, Cichorium intybus, which are vegetables eaten raw or as
salads, have very high cultural significance, While Malva silvistris was the most popular
cooked vegetable and with high cultural significance. Whereas Rubus sanctus was the most
popular fruit species, which belong to the moderate cultural significance values group.

The study showed declining uses of some wild edible species that are: Capsella
bursa-pastoris, Geranium rotundifolium, Lamium aplexicaule, Trifolium physodes, and
Increased demand for other species that are: Orchis anatolica, Cephalanthera kurdica,
Anacamptis pyramidalis.

Keywords: Wild food, Wild edible plants, Biodiversity, Jableh.
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