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O ABSTRACT 0O

Study was performed to evaluate the effectiveness of Daphnia magna (Zooplankton:
Cladocera) to consume of parasitic ciliate Ichthyophthirius multifiliis, which infect surface
body and gills of common carp fish.

Fish and Daphnia samples were collected from fish ponds in Al-sinn fish farm,
simultaneously and randomly, then D.magna were adapted and cultured in the lab.

Results showed efficiency of D.magna to consume vegetative form of Ich.multifiliis
by using Giemsa dye and magnifying glass, whereas parts of parasite were entered
through filtration chamber of Daphnia after its destruction, then rested in intestine.

The percentage of consumption this ciliate parasite, was 65% after half an hour,
and 100% after an hour.

This result shows the importance of D.magna in biological control of Ich.multifiliis
parasite. These studies in this field are new in the world, our study is done for the first time
in Syria.

Keywords: Carp fish (Cyprinus carpio L), Ichthyophthirius multifiliis, Daphnia magna,
Biocontrol.
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