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O ABSTRACT 0O

Feeding habits of Xyrichtys novacula , one of the economically important species in
Syria ,which inhabit in shallow water near the beach on the sandy or muddy bottoms, coral
reefs and rarely between rocky flats, at depths up to 50 m in Mediterranean Sea. The study
was conducted on different indices of digestive contents of (217) commercial samples ,
which were caught from fishing areas along the Syrian coast , during (2014 — 2015) .
This study of many indices using (Hureau, 1970) and (Geistdoerfer, 1975) methods
showed that the preferred prey was Mollusca followed by Crustacea.
The Mollusca (Gastropoda) and Crustacea (Decapoda) were by far the most important
prey, while Fish and Echinodermata were secondary prey . The accessory prey were
Nematoda , Diatoma and Foraminifera.

The diet differ with seasons , but Mollusca and Crustacea remain the more important
in the feeding system for the X.novacula in the Syrian coast .
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