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O ABSTRACT 0O

The shallow coastal waters and rivers estuaries are very rich environments and insure
the best habitats for growth and reproduction of many marine fish species. Some juveniles
and fingerlings prefer such places for their feeding.

This research was done at AL-Kabir AL-Shamali River estuary (Latakia) during the
period January - December 2014, to study the possibility of catching fingerlings of various
fish species that can be used in mari-culture (which is rare in the Syrian coast).

The results revealed the existence of several fish species which may be used in mari-
culture; most of these belonging to Mullets and Rabbitfish species.

The abundance of fish vary according to estuary region, time of the day, and the
month of the year. Mullets fingerlings appeared in large numbers in all sampling sites
throughout the year, while rabbitfish appeared in small numbers in both the estuary and the
marine regions, at the first six months of the study (while it was more abundant in the
remaining months).

Fish juveniles had the ability to survive transportation for a relatively long period of
time (48-72 hour). Therefore, the use of these juveniles in mari-culture can be easier.
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