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0O ABSTRACT O

IThe forest area in Latakia is about 67372 hectares, which makes up around
28.93 % of the total forest area in Syria (232840 hectares). Lattakia forests are
considered the main forests in Syria.

Lattakia Province forests suffered 786 fires during the period 1987-1998
(anmual average of 63.5 fires) which inflected partial or complete damage to 3802.25
hectares (an average of 316.85 ha. /year). Although the number of surface fires (418)
was significantly greater than the mmber of fires in any other category, the average
area burned per fire was far greater for crown fires (12.47 ha.) than the average area
burned per surface-crown fire (2.62 ha.) or per surface fire (0.712 ha.). This is die to
the fact that crown fires spread very quickly, and they are hard to suppress in
comparison with surface fires.

Crown fires were responsible for 84.5 % of damages (on basis of area burned)
during the studied period in comparison with 17.5 % of damages caused by other
tvpes of fires. The data revealed that the mmmber of fires, the area burned and the
damage inflected had sharply decreased during the period 1994-1998 compared to
the period 1987-1993.

There were ten causes of fires in Lattakia. The number of fires caused per

category was in the following decreasing order: wunknown, agriculture residue
burning, negligence, deliberate, forest service, electric wires, lightening, vehicles,
tourists, and smoking. The average area burned per cause category was in the
Jollowing decreasing order: deliberate (14 ha.), smoking (11.5 ha.), lightening (6.45
ha.), negligence (6.09 ha.), residue burning (4.17 ha.), forest service (3.53 ha.),
unknown (3.33 ha.), vehicles (0.41 ha.), tourists (0.23 ha.), and electric wires (0.13
ha.).
Alr{muglz these results reflected improved prevention and measures during the last
five years (1994-1998), the number of fires and the areas burned fire-fighting still
relatively high. Therefore, additional measures should be implemented to reduce the
mimber of fires and minimize economic and environmental costs.

* Associate Professor, Department of Forestry and Ecology, Faculty of Agriculture, Tishreen

University, Lattakia, Syria.
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