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Dr. Ahmad JALOUL’

0 ABSTRACT O

Soil erosion is an important issue since FAO, UNESCO and UNEP reporis
had pointed out that 20 million squared kilometers (i.e. 28% of world agricultural
land) had been damaged by erosion during the last 100 years.

On the other hand, all estimations conclude the danger of soil loss in Syria Is
a result of rainfall, especially in coastal areas where rainfall ranges from 650-1200
mm/year. Many of these areas become a subject to erosion and consequently to loss.
This erosion is enhanced by many factors such as the intensive exploitation of the
agricultural land, the forest land cultivation, the vegetative cover shrinkage and the
dominance of some unfavorable factors such as high slopes and heavy rainfall.

In order to study this problem, remote sensing techniques were used beside
some direct field scanning in order to obtain a preliminary classification of soils in
Lattakia district, regarding erosion intensity.

Three stations were chosen in various areas to study the erosion; each station
consisted of 3 basic types of land (forest, burned forest and area planted). As a result
of the study, Lattakia's land was divided into 5 classes according to its vulnerability
to erosion and to its vegetative cover, and a plan (1/20000 Scale) was drawn:

1- very high erosion: various types of erosion are visible, no vegetative cover
and the slope in high.

2- High erosion: erosion is visible and continuous, the ratio of vegetative cover
is no more than 25% and the slope is high.

3- Medium erosion: erosion is continuous, the ratio of the vegetative cover Is
abowr 25-50% and the slope is medium.

4- Low erosion: erosion is occasional, the ratio of the vegetative cover to about
50-75% and rthe slope is low to medium.

5- No erosion: erosion is absent, the ratio of the vegetative cover is over 73%
and the land is flat or sloping.

* Professor at Department of Horticulture, Faculty of Agriculture, Tishreen University,
Lattakia, Syria.
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