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O ABSTRACT 0O

this study provided quantitative data on the early succession of macrobenthose on artificial
reefs (ARs) placed in the infralittoral zone at a depth of 10 to 15 m at the lbn Hani site
north of Latakia on the Syrian coast during the period 2021-2023.

30 species have been recorded on the artificial reefs, and 22 alien species.

Bugula neritina (Linnaeus, 1758) of Bryozoa and Telmatactis panamensis (Verrill, 1869)
of Cnidarians are recorded for the first time in the eastern Mediterranean basin.

Visual quadrats were used to describe the establishment and development of communities.
The study extended over a three years after the immersion of the (ARs), and included 9
field trips, in which some species of Macroalgae and some species of sessile invertebrates
appeared, which showed different patterns of abundance during the study period.

The results of this study indicate that ecological succession is still ongoing, and further
improvement in monitoring methodology could help to more accurately assess the
composition of artificial reef communities.
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Stypopodium schimperi (Kiitzing) Verlaque & Boudouresque, 1991 ;;M ;sm 4 T
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uaie sl
Lagocephalus sceleratus (Gmelin, 1789) e adl + _
Epinephelus aeneus (Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1817) el (3,5 + + +
o A
Chelon auratus (Risso, 1810) u&m chussia — +
@
Sparisoma cretense (Linnaeus, 1758) u&m chussia — +
&b
Diplodus sargus (Linnaeus, 1758) o sie - + +
LHsE
Oblada melanurus (Linnaeus, 1758) u_mu:j s i _ +
G5
Pelates quadrilineatus (Bloch, 1790) Ll e — _
= gl tsalel
gsill Gle— ol asag +
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