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The Effect of Rootstock and Variety on the Productive
Surface of Appie Trees

| Dr. Ali DIB’
[7 ABSTRACT (I

Detailed studies on trees of Jonathan, Golden delicious and
Starking delicious on My, M, and seedling rootstocks and on their own
roots planted in 1968, were carried out over the years 1979-1981.

I- Variety has less effect than rootstock on tree size. Trees of the
same variety were five or six times as large in terms of crown
volume when grown on seedling rootstock then when grown on M,
trees of Starking delicious on their own roots, were surprisingly
small being only half as large as those on M, or on seedling
rootstocks.

2- The outer zone at the top of trees is the most productive. On
average this constiuted 70-73% of the tree canopy volume while
the inner zone, which usually lost its leaves, made up only 3.7-
5.1%.

3- All the fruits of the Jonathan and the Golden delicious trees on M,
were within 2 meters from the ground. Averaged over varieties 35,

38 and 42% of fruits on trees on M,, their own roots and seedling
, rootstocks were in zones more then 2 meters Jrom the ground.

4- The largest and best coloured fruits were found in the outer part of
the top of the trees.

" Lecturer at the Department of Horticulture, Facul

ty of Agriculture, Tishreen University, Lattakia,
Syria.
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