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ABSTRACT

This paper describes a field study on the natural Jfood distribution in the
Lilapia & Carp Fattening ponds of the freshwater fish farm of Sin river (Banias -
Syria), prior to and afier stocking. The study had also determined the fish
preference to various food species available and the contribution of this food to
the diet of Tilapia feeding on artificial feed.

it has been found that the natural food species undergo quantitative and
qualitative variability from time to time and, among these species, Daphnia and
chironomidae were the most preferred, Although this natural food had a little
contribution to the diet of the Jattening Tilapia, it may be important in supplying
the fish by the necessary Amino Acids lacked in the Jeed. The study concluded that
the growth of the preferred food species (Daphnia and chironomidae) should be
encouraged at the early stages of stocking in order to enhance the fish experience
and consequently 1o enforce Jeeding efficiency of the fish to increase their growth
and to reduce their mortality during stocking periods.
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