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O ABSTRACT O

The purpose of this study was to determine the best method for age estimation by
comparing scales, vertebrae and operculum of Acanthobrama marmid inhabiting the
Tishreen Reservoir (Euphrates River).

An overall of 194 specimens of Acanthobrama marmid were collected between
15/7/2011 and 15/5/2012 using appropriate gill nets. Each bony structure was examined
independently by two readers without referring to any information except for the date of
capture. The precision of the readers was estimated and ageing error was determined by
analysis of variation.

Our results showed that vertebrae were determined to be the best reliable bony
structure for ageing Acanthobrama marmid because of them having the highest precision
and the lowest ageing error.
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