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O ABSTRACT 0O

Ectoparasites are among the major health problems affecting poultry production due to
their negative impact on egg production, bird health, and their potential role in transmitting
pathogens. This study aimed to isolate and identify some ectoparasites infesting laying
hens and to determine their prevalence in Al-Bassa area, Latakia Governorate, during the
period from May 2024 to April 2025. A total of 150 local laying hens were examined
through visual inspection of different body regions. Collected parasites were preserved and
identified in the laboratory using standard taxonomic keys. The results revealed a clear
seasonal variation in infestation rates, with the highest prevalence recorded in summer
(55.33%), followed by spring (36.00%), while lower rates were observed in autumn
(15.33%) and winter (16.67%). Single infestations were more common during summer and
spring, whereas mixed infestations were detected throughout the year. The poultry red mite
(Dermanyssus gallinae) was the most prevalent ectoparasite, with an infestation rate of
37.33%, compared with the chewing louse (Menacanthus stramineus) and the fowl tick
(Argas persicus). These findings highlight the importance of environmental and climatic
factors, as well as stocking density, in the spread of ectoparasites and their adverse effects
on the health and productivity of laying hens.
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