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O ABSTRACT 0O

This research aimed to analyze the impact of the shadow economy on agricultural
production and farmers' income in Syria, taking into account demographic differences and
examining their views on its integration into the national economy. The research adopted a
descriptive analytical approach, using questionnaires directed at a sample of
400 participants, including farmers and workers in various sectors. The data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics and analysis of variance (ANOVA) to test the hypotheses.

The results indicated that the 20-30 age group formed the largest share (49.8%), and
secondary-education holders made up 36%. Private-sector employees accounted for 42.5%.
The average rating for the shadow economy’s impact on production was 2.26, and for
support mechanisms 2.62, with the highest scores for improving legal procedures (2.78)
and public awareness (2.79). ANOVA showed significant differences by education, age,
and occupation. Overall, the informal agricultural economy remains subsistence-oriented,
underscoring the need for simpler procedures and stronger farmer capacities.
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