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O ABSTRACT 0O

There are about 400 bird species in Syria from different families such as columbidae.
Seven bird species belong to this family; one of them is Namaqua dove (locally is called
Humhuma)Oena capnesis. There are no confirmed records of Oena capensis in Syria
before the year 2000, andthe first confirmed sightings in Syria was recorded in 2003
(Palmyra in the Syrian desert). It is resident and common in most sub-Saharan Africa, and
less common in the middle east. Its geographical range has been expanded to the middle
east since 1980s, and it was recoded from many middle east countries. In this study, this
species was recoded from the Syrian coast (part from Mediterranean coast) (Latakia- Syria)
in 2023-2024. Field trips were carried out in rate of twice a month and birds were
observedin early morning. Four individuals (two females and two males) were recorded
from two position of Latakia governorate: Burj Islam and Shabatliyah. This refers to the
continuous expansion of the original geographical range of O.capensis towards the north.
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Introduction

Syria is located on the Eastern Mediterranean basin. The Syrian coast extends for 193 km
from Turkey in the north till Lebanon in the south. Latakia governorate located in the
northern part of the Syrian coast, and it is considered a very important aerial corridor in
bird spring and autumn migration way [1].

Syria has a distinct variety in topography and climate that led to a great biodiversity of its
fauna and flora. It is one of Mediterranean countries that has big richness in bio-
communities [2]. There are around 400 bird species in Syria; some of them are resident,
others are migrant, crossing, or visitors in addition to vagrant birds of some species which
may shelter to Syria due to climate change [3].

The family [Columbidae: Columbiformes] includes five sub-families and 42 genera and
about 320 species around the world [4]. In Syria, there are seven columbid species belong
to three genera in the wild [5] (table 1). The species Long-tail dove or Namaqua dove
(locally is called Humhuma)Oena capensis is a rare summer visitor to Syria especially to
Al Badiah area, and it may reproduce and gradually increase number of its individuals
there. Usually, this species lives in grass meadows and semi- deserts that contain spiny
bushes [5].

Oena capensis (figure 1) is indigenous species to Africa as it is abundant and common
resident in sub-Saharan Africa and less common in the Middle East. Some populations of
this species are resident, but others have seasonal movements or regular migrations in
some areas [4,6]. However, it could be considered as an invasive species

Table 1: Columbid species in Syria

Common name

Scientific name

Rock Dove

Columba livia

Stock dove

Columba oenas

Common wood pigeon

Columba palumbus

Collared dove

Streptopelia decaocto

Turtle dove

Streptopelia turtur

Laughing dove

Streptopelia senegalensis

Namaqua dove

Oena capensis

as it has high ability to spread and adopt with new habitats [7]. This species has expanded
its geographical range through the middle east since 1980s, and many studies outweigh that
this expansion is toward the north due to developments in irrigation in desert area of Arab
peninsula [8].

This expansion is normal due to human activities. Expansion of irrigated agriculture
contributed to expansion of geographical range of O. capensis as in trying to find new
suitable habitats which can provide suitable food and shelter: this was followed by
successful reproduction trying [9]. This species does have two recognized subspecies:
Oena capensis capensis which is found in sub-Saharan Africa, the Arabian Peninsula, and
Socotra, and Oena capensis aliena which is found on Madagascar [10].

The studies have documented invasion of this species into many new areas of Arab
peninsula, it was recorded in 21% century in northern of Egypt, Kuwait, and Jordan [9]. Its
populations settled in areas located to the north of its previous main geographical range
from the beginning of 21* century. The settlement of this species has been continued as it
was recorded in many countries located to the north of its original geographical range in
Africa, west Asia, north of Morocco, Cyprus, and Turkey, and central and south of Asia
[11, 12, 13, 14].
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O. capensis recorded in Jordan for the first time in 1980s and has become a settled species
[15]. The first record to this species in Lebanon was in 1999, and was recorded repeatedly
until 2015 [16, 17,18]. In Turkey, it was recorded for the first time in 2005 [19], and it was
recorded many times after [20, 21] to become one of the breeding species in Turk&y in
2023 [14]. vagrant individuals of this species were documented in Greek and Georgia, and
there is increasing in its population size along the Mediterranean coast. It is expected to
expand towards south Europe in near future [22].

Therefore, the phenomenon of distribution of this species northwards in the Middle East
deserves more attention and furtherer studies. There are no confirmed records of O.
capensis in Syria before the year 2000, and the first confirmed sightings in Syria was
recorded in 2003 in the Syrian desert, Palmyra oasis near Wadi Al Abiad Dam, although it
was observed around Palmyra since 2001 [2]. It was a very rare summer visitor and
migrates to Syria in spring and leaves it after breeding season toward Africa [2]. It was
repeatedly recorded from 2007 to 2008 including six males and one female in May 2008.
This refers to possibility of being a rare resident to Palmyra area, but its breeding has not
been confirmed yet [23, 24]. There were no data updating for Syria since 2011. However,
it was a non-breeding species according Birdlife International until 2024 [25].

Taxonomy

Kingdom: Animalia

Pylum: Chordata

Class: Aves

Order: columbiformes

Family: columbidae

Genus: Oeana

Species: Oena capensis(Linnaeus, 1766)

Figure 1: general shape of Oena capensis (A: male, B: female)
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Description

It is a very small dove with a total body length of 28 cm [4] including tail length (9cm).
The body colour is bluish-gray or brownish-gray. The feathers in the middle of the tail are
black. A large brownish-red spot is visible on the black primaries during flying, and
coverts of wings are brownish- grey with isolated dark spots. Namaqua dove is easily
distinguished from general shape of pigeons and its small size. The male has a distinctive
black mask and colourful bill [26] while the female has a plain head and dark bill. It flies
swiftly and straight, but it spends most of its time on the ground.

This species is mainly granivorous, but its dietary is insufficiently known [27, 28]. It is
mostly seen feeding cautionary on the ground in farms near animals, and it consumes a
variety of cultivated seeds and grains. It may be observed associated with species of
Streptopelia sp. [9].

Importance of the research and aims:

This is the first study to focus onlyonpigeons and doves present in the Syrian coast. It aims
to document species found in this coast and to estimate some ecological factors that may
affect their presence.

Materials and Methods:

The study was carried out from April 2023 to April 2024 using binoculars to observe bird
species in the study area. Field trips were carried out in rate of twice a month and birds
were observed from 6 am — 9 am.

The area of the study included two different positions in Latakia Governorate:

1- Burj Islam position (35°41'00” N, 35°48' 00" E): it locates on a rocky coast of
Mediterranean Sea. It has vermiculate plain lands descend toward west north and it has
many caves. It is about 1 km from Mediterranean Sea coast.

2- Al-Shabatliyah position (35° 41’ 9" N, 35° 49" 39” E): Al Shabtliyah town is in the
Latakia countryside. It is about 1 km from the sea, and about 18 km to the It is surrounded
by forests, olive and orange fields from all directions. Lands of the villages exposed to
fires in 2020 and after that led to the north of Latakia city with around 100 m elevation
from the sea level.lt is surrounded with forests, olive and orange fields from all directions.
Lands of the villages exposed to fires about 2020 and after which led to heavy lost in crops
and vegetation there.

Results and Discussion:

Four adult individuals were recorded (two females and males) for the first time in Latakia
governorate in two positions of Burj Islam and Shabatliyah in 2023 (figures 3 &4). It was
verified that these individuals are scattered (wild) and they did escape from the cage by
checking feather safety and detecting individuals of this species repeatedly according to
bird hunters in the region. It was detected from the beginning of summer 2023 associated
with populations of Streptopelia turtur. This may be a new evidence that the geographical
range of O. capenesis is expanding continually.There are no documented records for this
species in Syria before 2000, and it was documented for the first time in this country in
2003 [2]. After that, it was repeatedly recorded from 2007 to 2008 including six males and
one female in May 2008. This refers to possibility of being a rare resident to Palmyra area,
but its breeding has not been confirmed yet [23, 24].
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There is no documented record for this species after 2008 at any area of Syria before
carrying out this study. May be climate change and global warming make the coast area is
more convenient to this species to settle there. However, more studies are needed to

emphasize whether this species is resident in the Syrian coast or not or whether these
individuals were found by accident.
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Figure2: area of the study on map
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Figure 4: A male of O. Capensis was capturedand re-freed later in the study area
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Suggestions and Recommendation

It is not clear whetherO.capensis is resident or it is visitor to the Syrian coast. More studies
are needed to emphasize this this species is a permanent resident in Lattakia governorate or
Tartous governorate or is it resident in the Syrian coast in general.

It is recommended that newstudies on avifauna of Syria should focus more on climate
change impacts on range shifts of birds (especially columbidae species), and how climate
change could affect their behaviors of feeding and breeding.

References:

[1] National report 4. "The Fourth National Report for Convention on Biological
Diversity, Syria". 2009.

[2] G.I. Serra, G.A. Qaim, M.S. Abdallah, A.H. Kanani, and A.K. Assaed. "A long-term
bird survey in the central Syrian desert (2000-2004): Part 2-a provisional annotated
checklist". Sandgrouse. vol. 27, no.2, pp 104. 2005

[3] National report 5. "The Fourth National Report for Convention on Biological Diversity,
Syria". 2016.

[4] D. Gibbs, E. Barnes, and J. Cox. "Pigeons and doves: a guide to the pigeons and doves
of the world". Mountfield. 2001

[5] Syrian Bird: Field Guide. "Syrian Society for Conservation of Wildlife protection and
Birdlife International”. 450 p. 2008.

[6] L. F. Baptista, P. W. Trail, H. M. Horblit, G. M. Kirwan, and P. Boesman. "Namaqua
Dove Oena capensis. In: Birds of the world, Ithaca." 2020.

[Online]. Available: https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/namdovl/cur/introduction

[7] F. Khoury, Z. Amr, N. Hamidan, I. Al Hassani, S.Mir, E. Eid, and N. Bolad,. "Some
introduced vertebrate spe-cies to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan". Vertebrate Zool. No.
62, pp. 435-451. 2012.

[8] M. Salim. "The first Namaqua dove Oena capensis in Irag”. Sandgrouse. no. 30.pp,
100-102. 2008.

[9] M. Jennings. "Namaqua Dove Oena capensis in the UAE and its spread through the
Arabian Peninsula”. Tribulus. No,10, pp. 18-19. 2000.

[10] Avibase. The World Bird Database. Namaqua Dove Oena capensis (Linnaeus, C
1766). 13/5/2025. 2025.

[Online]. Available
https://avibase.bsceoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=DDC2CC929B5547C5

[11] M. C. Jennings. "Atlas of the breeding birds of Arabia". Fauna of Arabia 25. Riyadh. 2010.
[12] J. Praveen, R. Jayapal, and A. Pittie. "Updates to the checklists of birds of India, and
the South Asian region — 2019". Indian Birds. No, 15. pp, 1-9. 2019

[13] L. Lawicki. "Go north — range extension of Namaqua Dove in the Palearctic and
South Asia". Dutch Birding, no, 42, pp. 103-111. 2020

[14] K. D. Kittelberger, et al. "The value of community science data to analyze long-term
avian trends in understudied regions: The state of birds in Tirkiye." Avian Research.
no.14, pp.100-140. 2023

[15] F. Khoury, K. Al-Omari, J. Azar, and I. Al-Hasani. "Observations on the avifauna of
the eastern Jordan Valley during July-August 2005". Sandgrouse, no, 28. pp. 119 — 126. 2006.

[16] T. Haraldsson.. "The first Namaqua Dove Oena cap-ensis for Lebanon?" Sandgrouse.
no.30, pp, 90-91. 2008.

journal.latakia-univ.edu.sy Print ISSN: 2079-3065 , Online ISSN:2663-4260
26



aia (Columbidae) Oena capensis (Linnaeus, 1766)cudll Jish aledl yaa Jons

[17] G, Ramadan-Jaradi. "Climate variation impact on birds of Lebanon-assessment and
identification of main measures to help the birds to adapt to change.”" Lebanese Science
Journal . vo.12. no.2. p 25. 2011.

[18] G, Ramadan-Jaradi and F. Itani. "Six interesting bird records including two new
species, Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus and White-crowned Wheatear
Oenanthe leucopyga, for Lebanon™. Sandgrouse. no. 38. pp, 192-196. 2016.

[19] F. S, Veyrunes, and L. Veyrunes. "A first record of Namagua Dove Oena capensis for
Turkey". Sandgrouse. no. 27, p164. 2006.

[20] G.M. Kirwan, M. Ozen, M. Ertuhan, and A. Atahan. "Turkey bird report 2007-2011".
Sandgrouse. 2014. no.36.pp, 146-175.

[21] M. Biricik, R. Karakas, and S. Turga. "The Namaqua dove Oena capensis (L., 17660
(Columbidae) spreads further north: a new record from Turkey". Acta Zoologica
Bulgarica. vol.70, no.1, pp. 35-38. 2018.

[22] A. B. van den Berg, and M. Haas. "WP reports: August to late September 2014. Dutch
Birding". no. 36, pp. 340-350. 2014.

[23] D.A. Murdoch and K. F. Betton. A checklist of the birds of Syria. Sandgrouse, Suppl 2. 2008.
[24] D.A. Murdoch. "Bird sites of the OSME region 6. Birding the Palmyra area, Syria".
Sandgrouse. no, 32. Pp, 61-79. 2010.

[25] BirdLife International. "Species factsheet: Namaqua Dove Oena capensis”. 2024. 13/05/202.
[Online]. Available: https://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/namaqua-dove-oena-capensis
[26] I. Sinclair and P. Ryan, P. "Birds of Africa south of the Sahara". Second edition. Cape
Town. 2011.

[27] D. W. Snow and C. Perrins. "The birds of the Western Palearctic, Concise Edition,
Vol 1: Non-passerines.” Oxford University Press, Oxford. 1998.

[28] L. F. Sanfilippo, and K. Wether. "Order of Columbiformes (Pigeons and Doves). in:
Biology, medicine, and surgery of South American wild animals” (M. E. Fowler, Z. S.
Cubas. Eds). lowa State University Press, USA. 2001.

journal.tishreen.edu.sy Print ISSN: 2079-3065 , Online ISSN:2663-4260
27






