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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study addresses the impact of powdery mildew disease on common weeds in the
Jableh region of the Syrian coast.

Powdery mildew is one of the most widespread fungal diseases in temperate climates,
primarily caused by members of the Erysiphaceae family. It affects a wide range of wild
plants, leading to grayish-white spots on the leaves, which in turn causes leaf curling,
yellowing, and may ultimately result in plant death.

Infected samples were collected from citrus and olive orchards, as well as from neglected
lands, during April and May 2025. These samples were examined microscopically to
identify the causal pathogen. The results revealed infection in several weed species,
showing primarily asexual reproduction, with fruiting bodies observed in only a limited
number of cases.

A total of 19 herbaceous plant species belonging to various plant families were found to be
infected with powdery mildew pathogens. Moreover, this study reports, for the first time in
Syria, powdery mildew infections on Alyssum alyssoides, Anthyllis circinata, Coronilla
securidaca, and Misopates orontium.

The study recommends expanding research to include other regions and adopting
molecular diagnostics to ensure accurate identification of pathogenic agents, thereby
contributing to the development of sustainable biological control strategies.
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X Misopates orontium .
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Golovinomyces
[3] 0 Asteraceae Sonchus oleraceus Jiad) e 13
sonchicola
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