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O ABSTRACT 0O

The powdery mildew fungi (Erysiphaceae) form one of the most important fungi
groups, infecting wild plants, weeds and many other fruit trees, filed crops, vegetables
and ornamentals.

We carried out a survey of the species of the genus Sphaerotheca in some sites
of the Syrian coastal region during the period 2000-2002.

The result showed existence of (12) species of Sphaerotheca infecting various
host plants belonging to (10) different families.

Most species (8) have been found only in conidial stage, whereas (4) species
were found both in conidial and cleistothecium stage.

The most important morphological characters of sexual and asexual stages were
determined.

The microscopical characteristics of the studied species were identified.

Key words: Powdery mildew- Sphaerotheca - conidial stage- cleistothecium
stage- Syrian coastal region.
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