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O ABSTRACT 0O

A reverse 0smosis unit to treat underground water in Saboura, Syria has been in
operation for several years. It has suffered severe fouling of membranes which led to
frequent stoppages and loss of flow. Operators of the unit reported the formation of white
solids on the surface of membranes. It is well known that membranes suffer from
precipitates of CaCO3, CaSO4, minerals such as Fe, Al and Si compounds, colloidal
matters, bacteria fouling and others.

This paper aims to investigate this problem and suggests a remedy. Analysis of the
solid precipitate shows that silica is the main component. Experiments are then carried out
to investigate the effect of silica concentration and other variables such as temperature,
pressure, pH, cations and membranes type on this precipitate.

The final results show that silica has a direct effect on fouling of membranes. This
can be treated by addition of anti silica scale in the water pretreatment. Increasing the
pressure, reduction of temperature and pH and also reduction of cations in water reduce
this scaling.

Keywords: Reverse Osmosis, Fouling, Silica, Pre-treatment.

“ Professor, Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Chemical & Petroleum Eng, Baath University,
Homs, Syria.

™ Postgraduate Student, Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Chemical & Petroleum Eng, Baath
University, Homs, Syria.

184




Tishreen University Journal. Bas. Sciences Series 2011 (1) saxl (33) alaal) Zpulall] aslell @ (0850 daals Alas

18 =3e A e Hem Adaill gty L pdll mllall sl Glolag) (& juled (el (e allad) Slay

dihic 4 cpiily i) dauls el ele e Z3Y) ABL Adatl iy alladl (e sae Bl & el

Reverse uSall bl aladiuly ddaill @iy . aald) ol clineed 3 gals IS5 el zlal)

ke Jslae oo sl Juad Ll o aall maaliill Glee iy o bl )l Cilisens 8 OSMOSS

Gabaall Lakuall # gl 5 i) olad) Aagle 2% cliall ye slll o ein e Ledic Lol DA (e Jagiias

Dsre ey oSl ealiil) cLie agiy L opadll el JL 80 N 45 5 LWV el JL27 N5 o elidd) e
dggamal) Slgally Slug illy LSl IShudly sl #3Y) e dlle Ao

il Leiay lylaml gl cile] Al cDISa (may e Jlad aall maalil) dikh o e

Wl Gl Jara (e JlEs Lgabise s 3l 0568 e Scale <ol sl JSULa Gl aal (e o Lall dydatl Alled

Nsally asiial¥ly 2aalS Galaall iliSyay aspiinally asaall€l) i€y lipnS daniall Asal) pal e - LDUs

Aallaall oda adiad LS L adinal) o Lall 400 Aalladd) e cilussil) pie adingy . lajey LiSlly Wbl 4y 52)
cA0kaladind 5 Ul elall Basa 5 (g2l eldll e s e

Aalleal) Cpanats - yill mlla alen (i Ayysms 8 85 Ailaie 3 gl oLl )50 Aans gl

Fep0s waall a1 aligas 5 soall 3y cpmns) 555 8005 ) sel (5355 - Ahagas o Ll 2y Y]

sale il o L Liled HpS cmapuell 4y e alaal) syl o3 (b g cpmal) Ghaa o iy )

J5aa U Lehe Galaill s eyl cilaidially Cibanayall (8 Zag al) algal) pan ASLA ABY w523 seall Sl

rie @302 5.5 N 6.5 e g yue) ()l (il oyl Games il L uSal) maalil) Gliias ) oWl
sl &I i€ i il il Linalua oale Cilia LS 302 Y) e o sandl€I) cilisg € g

Esad) o dae (LS el maliil) Audef Gewg JUL 5 )l JSE A jeS 0 ISl

padsll WLl e Zigls Gl (e Gl (956 Glae oo Ble bl o LAl (sas) Ciaay i
lpmia ) A} IS0l candlyy oF (oal Ay cinng (N all Gl ed (pae an 1) 015 o) (imiss
Cusiy ) AalY SleS) LA dleny A0 Aadlee Cupals e oL s Ll sLial) e 8l
Cupd (@ oLl e il saly L) ol Lee 2885 30 Slatial Ceys Ludd 0.5 e LW e %80 sl
sl WBle s zoall 3axilly Wy (yseSy SDI ol DS jine Jie Ayl Jalgal) 50 dajead 4y
s A cang O sugl Glaliae dasiuly 5 e AR sl 13a e QN AplS) Al ciy
Gy sl o sl 13 o LS el il At ] sl Gl ) o SLad) o sl oW
Jabse ia of i 8y cansds s Laall Capas U ol e LIS 8 aial) Aglae o555 ¢ Ghal IS8 o Laally
Cibiciy bl 3yl anii Wl aspainaly IS Lage Hlsd dens leie hall Cuuii (A 5 )38
G bl ol LU G e A3 dallad Aage b aggeall il dila) b dadledl

185


http://www.drinking-water.org/html/ar/glossary.html#gloss37

Ol Olaja By [ Bysim (b oSl cenlil Alana lal 3 Jaail) Jelge il

S5 g i) e gl oLl 3055 o ) @US) Hia 8 IS Jle elay aSal) maalall 355 e cypal
Sl i 8 Fe , Ba, Ni, M Jie dsume S el Ll gpal s it cpelal L) 150,
Sl G el Lt Lad o .® Miny Ba Ni we alidly Liep 3 asll 58 b sy
s dila) ofy Kbl g ity AIGINC o o aags Sl sugll e Alginate <),

D gl Y 05 1Shadly £ Lia) st any Giaaal)

L KTy PRUPR - EWFY

Aals Aueyl) Sl e Kl ity AatieY) e il A e IS Cile 35 daaa ¢
Janzll Lagys il dapea Aaal) (s Ly Aae pe AY) dilee ot anly ) o2 JSi5 Alla 3 il
g el (S5 G 53l 8 CaT Jie Lmsad) D)l 3gmgs Bl Aayns Laialls Lasll pH i
e 150 ) Jems o S Adall obial) (8 W3S oS8 Slfae 30—1 S5 Falall sbial) 8 IS0
Slia Gl 13 daaall 3 Ul \Sbd) 553 Yy . Si(OH) 51 HaSiO4 Jie 4seall Ll Ll 3 Sl 2a i
LSl el dptie] g s andg I S 8 Sl GGl STl el b Sl agaa

10dlgay Gl (gihha
Ailiasst) Jallaally dasdioealf agal) -1

iad Sall emlill el e ml e ele plasiuly Kbudl (Blaes Ailes)) Jdlad) Cpas
saad ) Llalls #5all Byl oo slall a8 ISGhad) Geme da v/ sinans 55S0a 10 4l A0S0 4 60)
cilaal sl 4sldY) Degussa corporation 4S,8 (e (Aerosil 200) ge le KLudl 3y .4ads 30
%99.8 (o S ISl 58555 iagili 12 4880 aas Jangic ¢ 20 252200 o sl mhaadl dalus sl
s
gl -2
LA (1) JSal b 4l RO e mualii 3aay )

el el il Slea (1) JSal

Ll ) oLl e d3ime dllin Lo/ i1 900 Caypasi ansyy Jaih laals 2LiE (sony Jatuim sleg (g (S

186



Tishreen University Journal. Bas. Sciences Series 2011 (1) saxl (33) alaal) Zpulall] aslell @ (0850 daals Alas

bl pH (slitay larca Gl s (385 (uliias Bha (ubiar Sleadl 253+ 512000 aaag 45305 gha 5 )L 14
sale (gas Sg3ball Calll 53 (e Hydranaut aSys e (CPA3) g5l (e o liall L3556Y) Hach 3,5 (e
17 @5 [10-3/ o PHs 0 45 s)la 4,05 Jb 41,6 abiel Jaauay clial) Jandy 4S5 aud sl
Hach) S5 (e (DR 2010) gsil (e sl adall Jisill Slea padinl .%99,6 #3l ¢3us Ly s

(&8peY)

Jaall A8k 5 syl -3

sie sl pH 5 Jasally 55l days cilasiay ake (60 40 25 ¢10) 48 Kbl 3855 ¢la yuan
bl e gsm ¥ b sle o cleds agill st gyl alall s el sl
Oy BB (e aadans e Bl L fd\)’lj eliall Calad oo aaglly ilelu el 3aal dlaall il L aliadl)
O S5 Sl 4] Canal sle e o(Fo) s2am0 ded o oLial) DA (e 8L Ganll iy of Jal
0o (FR) By S (8 omnatl) (30530 Gy (Fp) picls S 38U 3ax) e sl delu 20 saal o Lixll A
Fr=Fr/Fp : 4D

FRAIEAA W)

TR PR AN |

22l LSl e callis Ll aag eliall Ao candg )l calls

o S5 15 .%8,68 = iyl (%62,82 = Kbl il e «%21,05 = i sand) 30l %1,48 = H,O
sl Canse aal b ISl LS

roldad) frugd B abud) LS ya il -2

Cpaind A fie 60 40 25 (10 S Kbl @il Jo gaiad Al oWl (e cilie Gipaa
@l ded Cusa Frodedl) cylaefs delu 2 JS 38l 408 sl Ldels 20 3ad aSall salil) dya0
@l of mtall ek L(2) JSall b LS (Relu) ool AN Froad cilie LAl 4D e Fro ool
el 3 Sl (S 3855 Balyy Dy (alea) 13 o LS g sl Gay (gall) 550 g iy

1.5 -
1 == 25 mg/L
0.5 - =>=60 mg/L
=¢—10 mg/L
O T T T T 1
0 5 10 Hours 15 20 25

oSl malil plie (Pla oLl 385 ISl (e 56 (2) JSa
55 =PH «* 20 = 5l days ¢ L 10 = Larual)

eual) i) pLiE DA gdal A bl 56 -3

187



Ols (A By [ Bysim (b oSl cenlil Alana lal 3 Jaail) Jelge il

PH 5 % 20 Bl day dies ISkl (e e il fide 10 (g5ins ele Jaal il il (o

53l ) oo A o Gadaall Tl salyy of IS e el (e 1 (3) SN A bl il L5,5=

IS 138 ud By (midie T die 4ie gl Jlo T sie bl 305 g o1 e Lial) Pa sl (38
(e Jaria aladiuly e Lisll e Gl Ul oy

1.2

0.8

=¢=—10 bar
FR 0.6 — == 12 bar
0.4 14 bar

0.2

O T T T T 1
0 5 10 hours 15 20 25

eLiall DA oLl Ga5i b laaal) ik (3) Ja
5,5 = PH ¢ 20 = sall dap ¢ i e 10 = 1Shadl 35

reldadl JO4 gdal) e el PH ik —4

sl J8 s dlall AlSpall gt ) o5 A Adbesll cBle il (8 ala s oLl PH (g
A5 pha Aauds b 10 olaie i T die KLl (S0 e iYade 10 (g5 el aladinls dpas Cupal
salyy o SN L (4) ISl b il e 8,55 5,5 cn JaI el sl PH e %5 20 Lol
e eld) B3 appe Jagan Y Ly ol )OS 8 Axgye saly) ) s oLl ) Jalall e W PH
AU eole el oy L) S e (<55 8.5=PH aic g .o Laall

Si(OH); + OH™ = SiO(OH)s™ + H,0
SIO(OH)s™ + Si(OH), = (OH)3SiOSi(OH); + OH"

2axia yadde JSE L
1.2
1 J"‘ﬂq;i ME—
08 -

FR 0.6 —pH=5.5
0.4 ——pH=7.0
0.2 pH=8.5

0 T T T T 1
0 5 10 15 20 25
hours

Ll s Lz e ol Gi5 8 Ll PH sk (4) Jga
DL 10 = Lol 0 20 = syhall A il fade 10 = Ko 385
el pe gl b Ca®t Laal) wlsdd) il -5

188



Tishreen University Journal. Bas. Sciences Series 2011 (1) saxl (33) alaal) Zpulall] aslell @ (0850 daals Alas

Sl US55 ) (505 A Alaal) Dl 3 e Ly (g sl 3 Ampall )5l 35m5 ()
Cial G (e e Silide 605 10 o (gsint Bl piaaty ASE 038 Canyy o lial) e )il
CaCly Sy J<5 e Lmsall 2lslll Cinzal .6= PH 5 )L 10 Lt o0 20 )ha day 2ie cyladll
G5 o JSED Cn o (5) S8 b bl e .Ca% (e iYade 4005 100 350 dillas e Jgaall
s 2 Ca" Jie Al 2l g0 138 X5 .CA%" 385 £ 1) Cansy 28y (midi) s Liall Pla oLl
Ca?* dila) (&1 .7=PH Jtize Jolae vie 3l Riady sade GlSL o Cigymad) o 1Sl LS5
oty gl JSI Al s (g Al da Shad) JSiny BBl g 8l o8 amis ) gaw
. i)

1.2

1 V‘Q |
0.8
\.\. —4—S5i02=10 mg/L,
FR 0.6

Ca2+=0 mg/L
0.4 —8—5i02=10 mg/L,
Ca2+=400 mg/L
0.2 Si02=60 mg/L,
0 . . . . . Ca2+=100 mg/L
0 5 10 15 20 25
hours

Ll clie e ela) 385 Lasall 25 L8l (5) Jga)
6=PH ¢ ;L 10 = Lauall (2" 20 = s)ball daps il [ade 10 = Kb} 385

rp Ll A gdual A el goi ili -6

eliall aladinlys 5,5 = PHy )L 12 b vie <l jil/3de 40 3855 o e plasiuly 3yyas el
£ e igils Gl elie e oK) L A8 Jagyall v Ayail) ¢y € L AGL Colatll 8 aadid) 4
O +(6) JSA o gl cibia L V) Lind e 8 Apadans 3588 535 FilMEIC 4858 (e 3530 2l sl
i b Qs dnnbes o Wil g5 o) WA il e JY) s Ll e Juzdl B ogsill e S e LRl of g
claus ) 238 e s Uil lan A3pdA 05 3 (Sl

189



Ols (A By [ Bysim (b oSl cenlil Alana lal 3 Jaail) Jelge il

1.2
1
0.8 .‘:_.7
FR 0.6
0.4
0.2 =@=Membrane A
== Membrane B
0 T T T T 1
0 5 10 15 20 25
hours

Aatll elie e oLl Gi5 8 eliaall g il (6) Jsal
5.5= PH « )L 12 = Lauall (2’ 20 = )l 4oy il /3le 40 = Sl 5€5

tGluagilly clalitiuy)

@2 Ol 1A Lyl e Ll Gus Gt eld) 3 Sl Gl of sy ARl il el
& ) g bl 20l o) byl sda 385 8L pes Gl ae By Gadasy IGL) LS ey Sl o L)
sie LSl Cas i Ao jus oy qdiye Jaial dailly Gl g lef Gaal) (mliss) oS e lasll e oLl i
8.5=PH dicy .cliall Jo ol cangisaly ) Lol 258 A cpla o dansll PH (mglis - adipe Jasia
sl 50 Load oy weliall e 38 Gamidg cangill 30l L) s Lee dpad gl SLad) U3 da,
celial) o )pddl) JS5, il Baly) (A pssllSl) 3)f55 dlies dongall

ahys ) e Cail il =y ey asigeall liegll (€50 dalaly 41 Aadled) Jiam
Uity Yol el Bagmsall aspisially asandlSH LS camasip Jasl) PH (imisy Qi) sl b Jaaual
clgl) 0S8 e I s aladiuls hall A

190



Tishreen University Journal. Bas. Sciences Series 2011 (1) saxl (33) alaal) Zpulall] aslell @ (0850 daals Alas

[1]
[2]

[3]
[4]

[5]
[6]

[7]

saaladl

LISITSIN, D.; HASSON, D.; SEMIAT, R. Critical flux detection in a silica scaling
RO system. Desalination. 186 (1-3), 2005, pp, 311-318.

DEN, W.; WANG, C. J. Removal of silica from brackish water by electrocoagulation
pretreatment to prevent fouling of reverse osmosis membranes, Separation and
Purification Technology. 59 (3), 2008, pp, 318-325.

NING, R.Y.; TROYER, T.L.; TOMINELLO, R.S. Chemical control of colloidal
fouling of reverse osmosis systems. Desalination. 172 (1), 2005, pp, 1-6.
SHEIKHOLESLAMI, R.; AI-MUTAZ, I.S.; TAN, S.; TAN, S.D. Some aspects of
silica polymerization and fouling and its pretreatment by sodium aluminate, lime and
soda ash. Desalination. 150 (1), 2002 , pp, 85-92.

DARTON, E. G. PermaCare International, Aquazur Ltd, Chapel House, Alma Road,
Windsor SL4 3HD, UK, Desalination, Vol 124, Issues 1-3 , 2001, pp, 33-41.
YUNTA, P.S. ; SHEIKHOLESLAMI, R. School of Chemical Engineering and
Industrial Chemistry, The University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, 2002,
pp, 12-14.

HIGGIN, R. Synergistic behavior between silica and alginate, Separation and
Purification Technology, Vol. 70, Issue 1, 19, Nov, 2009, pp, 112-117.

191


http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=14520261300
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=7005705676
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=7006313079
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/source/sourceInfo.url?sourceId=16322&origin=resultslist
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=6603023144
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=23486901400
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/source/sourceInfo.url?sourceId=14292&origin=resultslist
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/source/sourceInfo.url?sourceId=14292&origin=resultslist
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=7005298992
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=6601986846
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=6507795260
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/source/sourceInfo.url?sourceId=16322&origin=resultslist
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=14038182300
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=7004517350
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=35358369500
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=35359392200
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/source/sourceInfo.url?sourceId=16322&origin=resultslist
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235238%231999%23998759998%23271437%23FLP%23&_cdi=5238&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=ae2487011ec3796088fd0364b7ba7f7c
http://www.scopus.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/authid/detail.url?origin=resultslist&authorId=14038182300
http://www.sciencedirect.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/science?_ob=RedirectURL&_method=outwardLink&_partnerName=27983&_origin=article&_zone=art_page&_linkType=scopusAuthorDocuments&_targetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scopus.com%2Fscopus%2Finward%2Fauthor.url%3FpartnerID%3D10%26rel%3D3.0.0%26sortField%3Dcited%26sortOrder%3Dasc%26author%3DHiggin,%2520Roslyn%26authorID%3D35096173100%26md5%3Db36779c40836210673f1bb51bc7ade22&_acct=C000063056&_version=1&_userid=4393131&md5=d30b59b1ebfd4ebf4ce4f469043ca186
http://www.sciencedirect.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/science/journal/13835866
http://www.sciencedirect.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/science/journal/13835866
http://www.sciencedirect.com.scopeesprx.elsevier.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235284%232009%23999299998%231548159%23FLA%23&_cdi=5284&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000063056&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=4393131&md5=f6a27d129eb00219b2488468907a11e7

