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O ABSTRACT 0O

The ethoxylates are obtained by addition of ethylene oxide to hydrophobic substrates
having a labile hydrogen atom using a traditional catalyst, sodium hydroxide. The products
are always mixtures of products witch have different oxyethylene chain lengths. As a
result, these products often contain undesired hydrophobes and different numbers of
hydrophilic homologues, which adversely affect the properties of the final products.

The homologue distribution of ethoxylates can be narrowed down using the non-
standard catalyst, calcium hydroxide and magnesium sulfate which were obtained using
gas chromatography methods.
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