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O ABSTRACT 0O

A fresh water site (Al-Abrash river) of the Syrian coastal region was studied for the
biotic and abiotic properties (esp. the physical & chemical properties), during the period
12/3/1999 till 12/1/2001.

The water of the river is characterized by high water temperature during summer
times, and by low water temperature during winter times, together with relatively high
oxygen and Chloride levels and by the calcareous nature.

Thirteen mollusks species were identified; one belonging to Bivalvia and twelve
others belonging to Gastropods ( i.e. nine from Prosobranchia and three from Pulmonata).

Population structure of the most abundant mollusk species (i.e. Hydrobia sp.) was
studied. The relation between the longitudinal growth & the cross growth, together with
the relation between the longitudinal growth & and the dry weight of the shell were
estimated. The study on population dynamic was revealed that the reproduction process of
this species continues throughout the year with two periods of the reproduction activity: the
first is during spring and the second is during fall. The average age of this species is
estimated to be 12 months.

* prof at Department of zoology, Faculty of Science, Tishreen University-lattakia-syria.
** Ph.D. student (aquatic ecology), Faculty of Science, Tishreen University —lattakia- syria.
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