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O ABSTRACT O

We present in this study the distribution of phytoplancton as well

as 151 species which were identified (86 diatoms) (52 Dinoflagellates)
(1 Crysophyceae) (8 chlorophyceae) and (4 cyanophyceae) in six
oceanographic coastal stations located near o Banias city with
different environmental characteristics.
Maximum and minimun values of phytoplancton density are observed
in May and October respectively. The diversity index is highest in
February and lowest in July. Low productivity is observed during
summer, because of water stratification, high  surface water
temperature, strong light intensity and nutrient depletion.
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