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O ABSTRACT O

Various nitro esters were selectively and rapidly reduced to their
corresponding amino esiters in very good yield using anhydrous
ammonium formate as a catalytic hydrogen transfer agent. Whereas

Reduction of —O. nitro acids with other reducing agents as tin (1l)
Chloride/Hydrochloric acid, Zinc/Hydrochloric —acid, as well as
ammonium formate provides poor yields of —OL amino acids. These poor

yields of —0L amino acids can be attributed to rapid decarboxylation of —

O amino acids which have been shown to be unstable in the aqueous and
basic media.

* Lecturer, Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science, Tishreen University, Lattakia, Syria
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